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Sir: 

AMENDMENT 



In response to the Official Action of September 23, 2004, it is requested 
that the Examiner consider the following remarks in support of patentability of 
the claims as amended in the amendment filed April 30, 2004. These remarks 
were inadvertently omitted in that amendment. 
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envelope addressed to the: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



AN H. COHEN 




(Type ^ prin^ nan)^ of person mailing paper) 

Date: nntnher 1 4. 2004 



(Signature of person mailing paper) 



According to Neri, the removal head 1 1 picks up successively the stacks 
4 of blanks from the pallet 5 and feeds the stacks 4 to the hopper 3. 
Accordingly, each stack 4 is picked up alone from the pallet 5 and is inserted in 
the hopper 3. 

As disclosed in column 5, lines 1-6, it is possible to store an appropriate 
amount of stacks on a fixed ledge 39 from which it is possible to draw during 
the step of changing the emptied pallets 5 so as not to interrupt the operation of 
the machine. In other words, the fixed ledge 39 is an emergency buffer 
reservoir, which can be used by the removal head 1 1 when the pallet 5 is not 
available (i.e. during the changing of an emptied pallet 5). 



Claim 1 recites: 

forming a group of blanks defined by at least two stacks superimposed 

and aligned in a container; 

feeding the container along a second path to an unloading station at the 

store; 

and transferring the group of blanks from the container to the store. 

None of the above features recited in claim 1 is present in Neri. In this 
regard, the fixed ledge 39 in Neri is not a container and the stacks are not 
superimposed and aligned on the fixed ledge 39 the stacks are arranged side by 
side {on the fixed ledge 39). The fixed ledge 39 is not movable and thus cannot 



be fed along a second path, and the stacks are transferred from the fixed ledge 
39 to the store one by one and not all together (according to claim 1 the group 
of blanks is transferred all together from the container to the store. 

The dependent claims specify particular features of the distinguishing 
characteristics recited above in claim 1 and thereby are deemed to be patentably 
distinct over the cited Neri patent which carries out a different operation as 
explained. 

It is requested that the Examiner consider the amendatory action which 
has been taken in the amendment filed April 30, 2004 in addition to the remarks 
contained herein. 



Respectfully submitted, 




/C/OXADAS & PARRY 
26 WEST 61^"^ STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10023 



REG. NO. 20302 - 212-708-1887 




JTDocket II 013780-7 PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re application of: Mario SPATAFORA, et al. 
Serial No.: 10/022,817 Group No.: 3652 

Filed: December 18. 2001 Examiner: Janice L. Krizek 

For: METHOD AND UNIT FOR TRANSFERRING BLANKS 



Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL 



WARNING: Failure to fde a complete response in compliance with § 1.135(c) leads to a reduction in patent term 
adjustment - See § 1.704(c)(7). 

1. Transmitted herewith is an amendment for this application. 

STATUS 

2. The application is qualified as 
□ a small entity. 

H other than a small entity. 

CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.8(a) and 1.10* 

(When using Express Mail, the Express Mail label number is mandatory; 
Express Mail certification is optional.) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAILING 

□ deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 
1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

37 C.F.R. 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R. 1.10* 

□ with sufficient postage as first class mail. □ as "Express Mml Post Office to A^djess" 

Mailing Label No (mandatory) 

TRANSMISSION 

□ transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and Trademark OflBce. t^ 
Date: October 14. 2004 

.nJLIAN H. COHEN 




(type or print name of person certifying) 

Only the date of filing (§1.6) will be the date used in a patent term adjustment calculation although the date on any 

cSiflte ofJLng or transmission under §1.8 continues to be taken into account in ^-"J.^^^^^^^ 

7l 703(0 Consider"ExpressMailPostOfflcetoAddressee"(§1.10)orfacsimdetransmission(§1.6(d))forthereply 

to be accorded the earliest possible filing date for patent term adjustment calculations. 
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NOTE: 



EXTENSION OF TERM 

amendment after expiration of the shortened statutory period. 

Ifatime.yrespor.ehas,een,,edafteraF.^^^^^ 

entry of a Notice of Appeal or fling and/or entry °f ""^f^''l°"^^^^^^ Of course, if a 

tz^ft;'^::':^^^^^^^^ 

December 10. 1985 (1061 O.G. 34-35). 

See 37 C.F.R. §1.645 for extensions of time in interference proceedings, and 37 C.F.R § 1.550(c) for extensions of 
time in reexamination proceedings. 

note: 37C.F.R. § U04(i,)-. . . tlZtl'^^^^^^^^^ 

processing or examination of an application for '/"^^f "^j^^^^ argument, or other 

that are taken to reply to any notice or action ^^^^ ^^The nS^^^^^^^ 

request, rneasuring such three-month period from tM^^^^^ ^^g.„„.„^ 
in which case the period of adjustment set forth in § 1. f ™ „fthe Office communication 

on the day after the date that is three months f^'-'^^^n l tZ requeTt and ending on the date the reply was 

three-month period set forth in this paragraph " 

3. Theproceedingshereinareforapatentapplicationandtheprovisionsof37C.F.^^ 

(complete (a) or (b), as applicable) 

□ Applicant petitions for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 

(fees: 37CF.R. 1.17(a)(l)-(4)) for the total number of months checked below: 



(a) 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Extension 
^months') 

one month 

two months 

three months 

four months 

five months 



Fee for other than 
small entity 

$ 110.00 

$ 430.00 

$ 980.00 

$ 1,530.00 

$ 2,080.00 

Fee: $_ 



Fee for 
small entity 

$ 55.00 

$ 215.00 

$ 490.00 

$ 765.00 

$ 1,040.00 



If an additional extension of time is required, please consider this a petition therefor. 

(check and complete the next item, if applicable) 

□ An extension for months has already been secured. The fee paid therefor of 

A " extension to -- ^^^^ ^^^^ ,he total months of extension 

now requested. 

Extension fee due with this request $ 



OR 

(Ks H Applicant believes that no extension of term is required However this is a 
^ ^ conditional petition being made to provide for the possibility tha applicant has 

inadvertently overlooked the need for a petition for extension of time. 
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4. 



FEE FOR CLAIMS 

The fee for claims (37 C.F.R. 1.16(b)-(d)) has been calculated as shown below: 



(Col, 1) 


(Col. 2) 


(Col. 3) 


SMALL 
ENTITY 


OTHER THAN A 
SMALL ENTITY 


Claims 
Remaining 

After 
Amendment 


Highest No. 
Previously 
Paid For 


Present 
Extra 


Rate 


Addit. 

Fee 


OR Rate 


Addit. 
Fee 


Total * Minus 






x$ 9= 


$ 


x$ 18= 


$ 


Indeo. * Minus 






x$ 44= 


$ 


x$ 88= 


$ 


□First Presentation of Multiple Dependent Claims 


+ $150= 


$ 


+ $300= 


$ 






Total 
Addit. Fee 


$ 


Total 
OR Addit. Fee 


$ 



*** 



IVARNING 



If the entry in Col. 1 is less than the entry in Col 2, write "O" in Col. 3 

If the "Highest No. Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is ess than 20, enter 20 . 

1 of a prior amendment or the number of claims ongmally filed. 

reiuirLerUofformwhichhasbeenrnade."37C.F.R. U16(a) (emphases added). 



(C) 



(d) 



□ 
□ 



(complete (c) or (d), as applicable) 
IS No additional fee for claims is required. 

OR 

□ Total additional fee for claims required $ — 

FEE PAYMENT 

Attached is a check in the sum of $ 



Charge Account No. 12-0425 the sum of $ . 
A duplicate of this transmittal is attached. 
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NOTE: 



6. 



FEE DEFICIENCY 

sholldbe checked See the Notice of April 7. 1986. (1065 O.G. 31-33). 

la If any additional extension and/or fee is required, charge Account No. 12:0425. 

AND/OR 

El If any additional fee for claims is required, chargeAccount No. 12-0425 




OF PRACTITIONER 



r> XT on^jn? mi TAN H. COHEN 

Keg. NO. ZU,JU.^ ^^.^ ^^^g of practitioner) 



Tel. No. 212-708-1887 



P.O. Address 



c/o Ladas & Parry LLP 
26 West 61 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10023 



Customer No. 



00140 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



(Amendment Transmittal— page 4 of 4) 9-19 



